
MINUTES 
TOWN OF DUE WEST 

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 2022 – 6:00PM 

TOWN HALL -- 103 MAIN STREET 
COUNCIL PRESENT: Mayor Jeannie Knight; Mayor Pro Tem Bob Mock. Council Members Gayle Beaudrot; Jay Lown; 

    Chris Myers; Kitty Storey and Sandy Totherow 
 

STAFF PRESENT:  Attorney John Andrew Bishop; Administrator David Krumwiede; Patti Chasteen, Clerk/Treasurer;   

  Police Chief David Maxwell; Utility Superintendent Lewis Saxton; and Fire Chief Roy McClain 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER -- Mayor Knight at 6:00 p.m. 
 
II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE/INVOCATION 
 Mayor Knight led in the Pledge of Allegiance and the invocation was offered by Rev. Leland Beaudrot 

 
III. RECOGNITION OF VISITORS   
 
IV. REGULAR TOWN COUNCIL BUSINESS ITEMS 

A. Motion by Council Member Lown with a 2nd by Council Member Myers to approve the minutes as written of the Regular 
Council meeting from January 10, 2022. Motion carried unanimously.  

B. Monthly Financial Statements for the Period Ending November 30, 2021—no changes were noted. Motion by Council 
Member Beaudrot with a 2nd by Council Member Storey to approve the financial statements as information. The motion 
carried unanimously. 

C. Monthly Financial Statements for the Period Ending December 31, 2021—no changes were noted. Motion by Council 
Member Myers with a 2nd by Council Member Lown to approve the financial statements as information. The motion 
carried unanimously. 

D. Monthly Financial Statements for the Period Ending January 31, 2022—no changes were noted. Motion by Council 
Member Totherow with a 2nd by Council Member Storey to approve the financial statements as information. The motion 
carried unanimously. 
 

V. YEAR-END AUDITOR’S REPORT 
  The year-end auditor’s report was postponed due to sickness and will be presented to Council on March 21, 2022. 

 
VI. LEGISLATION   
    
VII. REPORTS  

A. Mayor Knight—No Report Provided   
Mayor confirmed that there are a lot of grants available that she’d like to work on. Our Fire Department has been  
successful in finding grants. They’ve talked to Carlyle Shirley about S.C. RIA grants. Lewis Saxton and Roy McClain  
know what the problem is at the sewer plant. Half of our ARPA Funds are available in a bank account for us to spend.  
The approved premium pay amount was approximately $74,000. We have flexibility with construction, purchasing  
vehicles, etc. Attorney Bishop commented that a lot of communities are using their funds across the board. He plans  
to familiarize himself more. At a recent Community Development Workshop hosted by USCOG in Ninety Six, Council 
Member Beaudrot said they mentioned Economic Development Administration Funds and Community Development  
Block Grants with a deadline of March 14, 2022.  

B. Town Administrator David Krumwiede—No Report Provided 
Mr. Krumwiede will lead a Budget and Financial Management Workshop for Council at 6:00 p.m. on February 23rd. He’ll 
have a Power Point presentation and provide printouts. The Workshop will last approximately 1.5 hours.  

C. Attorney John Andrew Bishop 
Attorney Bishop has nothing to report this month. 

D. Fire—Report Provided  
Fire Chief McClain reviewed the Fire Department’s numbers from 2021. A lot of the call were from The Renaissance 
and averaged three times a week. Most calls were for First Responders and they had less calls than 2020. COVID 
played a big part in the decrease of calls. Requests were made to not send them on COVID related calls. S.C. DHEC 
donated over 100 COVID rapid test kits. There are some medications that can give a false-positive or false-negative  
result; however, the tests are usually reliable. They recently had ladder testing and pump testing will be next week. 

E. Police—Report Provided 
Police Chief Maxwell reported a rough month with 3 of 4 officers down with COVID and he’s slowing coming back. Captain 
Gambrell had a good attitude, was the only officer without COVID, and part-time officers stepped up. He’s talked to Santee 
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Ford about the SUV sitting waiting on a chip. He found another SUV at Vic Bailey Ford in Spartanburg. He’d like to get the 
approved SUV before the end of the fiscal year. We could think about getting another SUV next fiscal year at last year’s 
prices. Both are 2022 models. He’s talking to Abbeville County about providing vehicles to SRO’s. They provide to all 
schools except Dixie. SRO’s apply for grants for vehicles, but he’ll get with school district soon to discuss. Administrator 
Krumwiede said we could consider taking out of ARPA funds if the school district won’t provide a vehicle to our SRO. Chief 
Maxwell said he’s not well versed on what ARPA funds can be used for. Mayor Knight wants ARPA funds to be approved 
by vote of Council. We can pay for items and reimburse ourselves out of ARPA.  

F. Utilities—No Report Provided 
Utility Superintendent Saxton reported everything is running smoothly. His new truck has been ordered and the chip is the 
holdup. A dealership in Florida has the state contract. Due West Family Practice had an outage today due to their over-
grown Leland Cypress near power lines. All four cylinders on their Kubota tractor lost compression. They thought it was the 
fuel pump, but a test confirmed failed compression. They ordered a new Kubota and found one in Seneca. The new tractor 
is manual and has more power. This is only the third tractor in his 28 years. They got a good trade-in of $11,500. Council 
Member Lown asked if they obtained the cost to repair the old tractor. Per Mr. Saxton, it would’ve cost over $10,000 to 
repair. If you get a lemon, it’s better to replace them. The old tractor stayed in the shop frequently.  

 
VIII. OLD BUSINESS 

1. Sidewalks 
Mr. Saxton reported he’s talking to DOT, but applications haven’t been sent. Mr. McClain added the grant wouldn’t include 
lighting. We’d have to go with streetscape for lighting and shrubbery. Mayor said she’s talked to Paul Bell about lighting. 
She had in mind getting with Erskine College about their crosswalks. They have four pole lights that don’t luminate well. Mr. 
Saxton said new LED’s shouldn’t be dark. Council Member Myers added that people run and it’s dangerous. Council 
Member Lown said the entire Town is dark. He thinks it should be at Erskine’s cost. Council Member Beaudrot thinks 
Erskine needs call boxes. She asked why we can’t get a community task force to address call boxes, lighting, etc. She’d  
be glad to serve. Chief Maxwell confirmed Chief Busby has mentioned call boxes, but nothing has transpired.  

 
IX. NEW BUSINESS 

1. Town Hall Expansion Project 
Mayor Knight announced she’s looking at activating a project to expand Town Hall into one of the Police bays with a new 
office and file cabinets. This would add more flexibility, but not planning on people coming in the back door. Mr. Saxton said 

the Mayor asked if they could add office space and do away with the roll up door similar to the front entrance. They would 

remove the current bathroom and make a hallway. The office would have modular walls. He’s talked to Steve Fields and 
he’s willing to help out with the cost of sheet rock. Mayor said Lewis and Roy would be doing the work and she has 
confidence in them. They may have to call some people in to help. Credit and debit cards are now being accepted for utility 
bills. Michelle is involved in the new Court Management System (CMS) and has already had the S.C. Court Administration 
in for training. They’ve had a lot going on. Mr. Saxton added that they’ve already started the storage shed’s foundation, 
added gravel and stakes prior to the concrete being poured. Mr. Krumwiede asked if we’ve heard anything from company in 
Atlanta area regarding Carver School project. Mayor confirmed they are still in the surveying stage. 
 

2. RIA Grant for Sewer Improvements 
Mayor Knight confirmed they have an urgent deadline of 3/14/22 to apply for RIA grants. Carlyle Shirley came and met with 
her, Lewis, Roy and Mayor Pro Tem Mock. Lewis said they’re having problems with wipes clogging the sewer system. The 
equipment they’re needing takes place of the current filter. It would help screen and dispose of wipes before they get to the 
pump. Mayor added that this equipment would save time and money. We can use ARPA funds to pay for the engineering 
fees. Mr. McClain confirmed the Town would be responsible for paying for the engineering fees. He said Carlyle is looking 
into smoking the lines to look for other problems that grants could be available. Motion by Mayor Pro Tem Mock with a 2nd 
by Council Member Myers to apply from RIA grants through Dunn & Shirley. The motion carried unanimously. 

  
X. ANNOUNCEMENTS   

1. Town Offices Will Be Closed for Presidents’ Day on February 21, 2022 
2. Reminder to Council of the Approaching State Ethics’ Deadline on March 30, 2022 
3. Budget Workshop at 6:00 p.m. of February 23, 2022, lead by Mr. Krumwiede 
4. CANCELLED--Planning Commission Meeting on February 24th.  Meeting Will be Rescheduled in March. 
 

XI. ADJOURNMENT 
 Council Member Totherow made a motion to adjourn at 7:10 p.m., 2nd by Council Member Storey; all were in favor. 

 
 
         ___________________________ 
 
         MAYOR 
____________________________            
CLERK/TREASURER 
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