
 
MINUTES 

TOWN OF DUE WEST 
PUBLIC HEARING 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 6, 2021 – 5:00PM 
COUNCIL CHAMBERS -- 103 MAIN STREET 

 
TOWN COUNCIL PRESENT:            Mayor Jeannie Knight; Mayor Pro Tem Bob Mock; Council Members Gayle  

       Beaudrot; Jay Lown; Chris Myers; and Kitty Storey 
 

TOWN OFFICIALS/STAFF PRESENT:  Attorney John Andrew Bishop; Town Administrator David Krumwiede; Patti 

                                                                 Chasteen, Clerk/Treasurer; and Zoning Director Roy McClain      
 
PLANNING COMMISSION PRESENT:   Beck Eleazer; Tonya Gamble; Sandra Gettys; Marty Patterson; and  

        Tyrone Ryan 

 
DUE WEST ROBOTICS:                         Charles Angel (President) and Lee Logan (Board Secretary) 

 
 

I. CALL PUBLIC HEARING TO ORDER—Mayor Knight at 5:00 p.m. 
 
II. WELCOME VISITORS—Mayor Knight  
 
III. PUBLIC HEARING 

Public comments are welcomed. The purpose of the Public Hearing is to review a zoning change of property  
at the corner of Gordon Street and Carver Street Extension, formerly Carver School, Parcel ID 035-09-03-005. 
Due West Robotics is requesting a change from Residential R-3 to Commercial C-1.  A Special Called Council 
Meeting will follow at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, December 6, 2021, in Council Chambers, for the First Reading on  
Ordinance No. 06-2021, in Council Chambers, for the First Reading on Ordinance No. 06-2021 “An Ordinance  
to Change the Above Property from Residential R-3 to Commercial C-1.” 

 
Mayor Knight announced that the above referenced property is now owned by Due West Robotics (DWR). She  
opened the floor to Charles Angel, President of DWR. Mr. Angel gave information to those attending about the goals 
and importance of the robotics’ experience to enhance the interest and training in the scientific field. DWR is a 
501(c)(3) nonprofit organization that started in 2012 with four kids. They encourage students who participate to explore 
worldwide experiences with inventions and innovations in the engineering field. Their vision is they want every single 
student in Abbeville County and Lakelands Region to have an opportunity to be involved in robotics and STEM-related 
activities for at least one year. That one year of robotics could change how those kids think about their future. With its 
recent purchase of the Carver School on 14 acres of land, they plan to build a place permanently to house its award-
winning program. DWR has competed successfully in the state, regionally, and nationally. They participate in three 
competition-level programs with age ranges from 6-9, 9-14 and 13-18 years old. They currently have no facilities of 
their own. They’re very appreciative of the borrowed space they currently use from Erskine College, Town of Due West, 
and the Due West ARP Church.  
 
According to DWR’s Board Secretary Lee Logan, history matters. They’ve gone to a considerable amount of effort  
to involve the restoration of the main building at the Carver School in their planning. The history and what it meant to 
the community is very important. The proposed DWR facility will provide room for exhibit space, classroom spaces, 
office space, and an auditorium where events can be held from around the region.  
 
Lee Logan presented the following options for the property: (1) If rezoning this property from Residential R-3 to 
Commercial C-1 isn’t approved, it will stay as residential and the building will sit; (2) If it’s rezoned to Commercial C-1, 
they could demolish the building; (3) If zoning changes to Commercial C-1, they could find a third party to help restore 
the building and use for another purpose like senior housing in the upper portion of the property.  
 
The Public Hearing was opened for comments and questions. 
 
Mr. Logan added that DWR has used approximately $60,000 of cash on hand to buy the property and buildings. He 
confirmed there is currently no contract or memorandum of understanding. The interested developer is competent and  
 
 

Page 1 of 2 
 
 



 
 
have the resources to make it happen. If the project goes through, they’ll reimburse DWR the approximately $60,000 
they’ve spent. DWR plans to sell the building and 4.5 acres of land to an Atlanta-based firm. The firm plans to develop 
senior housing apartments at the site. DWR plans to keep 10 acres to construct their multipurpose facility. 
 
Originally from the Due West area, Ms. Sherri Nelson was introduced. She represents a development company from 
Atlanta. She described a strong interest in using some of the Carver School property to house a senior living center 
with approximately 70 units for Due West residents. This is an undertaking which is active in the Atlanta area as well  
as other sites. These centers have cafeterias and activity areas for seniors. The community would be welcomed to 
have meals and participate in activities. Seniors love to interact with children and they’d like to involve local children. 
She stressed that this would not be a daycare facility, but a healthcare facility that gives seniors an option. They would 
have a nursing assistant on staff to take vitals daily who can printout information for residents to take to their doctors. 
Ms. Nelson opened the floor for comments or questions. 
 
Mayor Knight announced that the Planning Commission will meet following the Public Hearing to consider the rezoning 
request. Town Council will consider the Planning Commission recommendation regarding the rezoning request at a 
Special Called Council Meeting tonight at 7:00 p.m. Mayor Knight welcomed the public to attend these meetings. 
 

XI. ADJOURNMENT 
 Mayor Knight thanked all visitors for attending the Public Hearing and welcomed further comments. After hearing  
 none, the Public hearing was adjourned at 6:20 p.m.  

 
 
 

        _____________________________ 

                    MAYOR 
 
___________________________ 
CLERK/TREASURER  
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