
MINUTES 
TOWN OF DUE WEST, S.C. 

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 8, 2021 -- 6:00 P.M. 
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 
TOWN COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

103 MAIN STREET 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Mayor Jeannie Knight; Mayor Pro Tem Bob Mock; Council Members Terry Arnold, Jay Lown,  

    Kitty Storey and Marty Yannarella 
 

MEMBERS ABSENT:   Council Member Charles Angel 

 
STAFF PRESENT:        Attorney John Andrew Bishop; Clerk/Treasurer Patti Chasteen; and Police Chief David Maxwell 

 

STAFF ABSENT:          Town Administrator Krumwiede, Fire Chief Roy McClain and Utility Superintendent Lewis Saxton 

                                                                                              

I.         CALLED MEETING TO ORDER 
 Mayor Knight called the meeting to order.  

 
II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Mayor Knight led in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

III. INVOCATION 
The invocation was offered by Mayor Knight. 
 

IV. RECOGNITION OF VISITORS 
 
V. REGULAR TOWN COUNCIL BUSINESS ITEMS 

A. A motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Mock and seconded by Council Member Yannarella to approve the  
minutes of our Regular Town Council meeting from December 14, 2020. The motion passed unanimously.   

B. Monthly Financial Statements for the Period Ending December 31, 2020—no changes were noted. A motion  
was made by Council Member Storey and seconded by Council Member Lown to approve the financial  
reports as information. The motion passed unanimously. 

C. Monthly Financial Statements for the Period Ending January 31, 2021. The financial statements were not 
available for tonight’s meeting. 

 

VI. YEAR-END AUDITOR’S REPORT 
 Matt Phillips, CPA/Partner with McKinley, Cooper & Co., LLP, presented the final unmodified year-end audit and 
              management report for the Fiscal Year 2019-2020 with an expressed clean, unmodified audit opinion—the  

highest opinion possible. An unmodified opinion is one in which the audit offers a high level of assurance that  
the financial statements under review contain no misstatements--presented sufficiently and appropriately. He  
expressed his appreciation of the hard work of the Town’s staff. The statement of net position is on an accrual  
basis. The Town is in a very good position overall with working capital--no issues and nothing to note. All  
significant transactions in the financial statements have been recorded in the proper period with no cited areas  
of concern. They noted no transactions entered in by the Town during the year for which there was a lack of  
authoritative guidance or consensus. Subsequent events were reviewed up to the audit date. They encountered  
no significant difficulties in dealing with management in performing and completing the audit. He noted the  
"Employee Retirement Systems and Pension Plans" has supplementary schedules required for GASB 68. This  
is a governmental requirement showing the unfunded portion from PEBA’s provisions on liability the Town could 
be responsible for. Other than compensated absences, the Town has no debt to speak of. A very positive ratio  
between assets and liabilities. A very good unrestricted balance. They like to see a reserve of at least three  
months—the Town has that and in a good position overall. It’s very intimidating for multiple auditors to show up  
requesting multiple documents. The staff handled the pressure well, efficiently, and always promptly provided  
orderly documentation requested during the audit. Mr. Phillips asked if Council had any questions. Mayor Knight  
requested Mr. Phillips to confirm that the Town is in good shape financially and has a reserve of at least three  
months. Although most municipalities don’t want to fall below a reserve balance of three months, Mr. Phillips  
confirmed the Town has approximately twelve months of reserve to operate the Town and in a good overall  
position. Mayor Knight agreed that we have a good staff. She appreciates McKinley, Cooper & Co. for being  
able to complete our audit. 
 
A motion was made by Council Member Yannarella and seconded by Council Member Lown to receive the Fiscal  
Year Ending June 30, 2020, management and auditor’s report as information. The motion passed unanimously 
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VII. LEGISLATION   

 

VIII. REPORTS  
A. Mayor Knight—Report Provided 

1. On January 25th, Mayor Knight signed into effect a Covid-19 Personnel Policy for Employees to use  
to address exposure, testing measures and quarantine practices to follow if affected by the virus.  

2. The Third Supplemental State of Emergency Proclamation passed in December will expire on February  
9, 2021. They are posted in businesses in Due West. 

3. The Mayor has received requests from Beth Boyd. She’s representing a committee at Erskine to plan  
events surrounding their spring semester sports’ programs. The first home football game vs. Shorter  
University will be held on March 13th in Greenwood at 4:00 p.m. To show community support for this  
event, it’s requested that their sports’ teams be allowed to parade down Main Street beginning at Bonner  
Circle on Friday, March 14th, around 5:00 p.m. The parade would end at the Erskine Mall on Washington  
Street with a barbeque open to the community to purchase. On March 8th, there will be a movie open to  
the community with a football theme in the Erskine Mall. Council Member Yannarella said we didn’t have  
a Christmas parade because of Covid-19 and do we know what precautions Erskine will take. Mayor said  
people will be on sides of the streets and hopes it’ll get spirit raised for their sports’ programs. She gets  
results of Erskine’s Covid-19 testing and they’re doing a good job. She’s in favor of having the parade. The  
permit will have to come through the Police Department. Chief Maxwell said it’ll take 3-4 weeks in advance  
to get a permit through SCDOT in Columbia. He has safety concerns and hopes students will wear masks.  

4. The Mayor is still in the process of devising a form for residents to apply for permission to have poultry on  
their personal property. 

5. Work is ongoing at the former car wash property on College Street for the new Dollar General building. 
6. The flashing speed limit sign is active on N. Main Street showing motorists how fast they’re going in a 35  

mph zone. Council Member Lown commented that it’s working and people are slowing down. Mayor Pro  
Tem Mock said Roy McClain has reviewed the sign speeding results. Chief Maxwell said the sign results  
gives them a specific time of the day speeding and they’ll be working on it.  

B. Town Administrator 
 C.  Attorney John Andrew Bishop 
        Attorney Bishop had nothing to report.     

D.  Fire—No Report Provided 
 E.  Police—Report Provided 

Chief Maxwell reported that four in their Department have tested positive for Covid-19 since December. SRO  
should be back in a week. Testing positive were 2 part time officers, chaplain and SRO. Therefore, most have  
caught it elsewhere. We’ve had one night shift officer to fill in and other officers are checking in at Dixie High. 

 F. Utilities—No Report Provided 
    
IX. OLD BUSINESS 

1. Erskine College’s Grant of Well Water and Right-of-Way Easement 
Attorney Bishop stated the old agreement was signed in 2001. It’s essentially the same except maintenance of the  
pump or any other issues will be Erskine’s responsibility. The agreement describes what they can or can’t do with it.  
A paragraph was added stating Grantee is solely responsible for upkeep of the well. It’s still a 20-year agreement  
to pay $500 per year and only to be used for irrigation. He might have to change the date when signed by a notary  
who will sign for both parties. Mayor Knight has sent Erskine College an email, but hasn’t heard back from them.  
 
A motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Mock to approve Erskine College’s Grant of Well Water and Right-of-Way 
Easement. Council Member Lown seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. Attorney Bishop said  
he’d have to look into it to see if this requires two readings.  
 

X. NEW BUSINESS 
 
XI. ANNOUNCEMENTS    

1. Due West Lions Club Drive by Chili Sale on Friday, February 12th, at Due West Fire Dept. from 5:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 
2. Town Hall will be Closed for Presidents’ Day on February 15, 2021 
3. Reminder to Council of the Approaching S.C. State Ethics’ Mandatory Deadline on March 30, 2021, to avoid penalties 

 
XII. ADJOURNMENT 

With no other business, a motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Mock and seconded by Council Member Yannarella to  
adjourn the Town Council Meeting at 6:42 p.m.  Passed unanimously. 
 
 

         ___________________________ 
___________________________                MAYOR  
CLERK/TREASURER 
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