
 
MINUTES 

TOWN OF DUE WEST, S.C. 
TOWN HALL 

103 MAIN STREET 
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 

MONDAY, MAY 20, 2019 – 6:00 P.M. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Mayor Pro Tem Jeannie Knight; Council Members Terry Arnold, Susan Jackson, 

    Bob Mock, Harry Stille, and Tony Storey 
 

MEMBERS ABSENT:    Mayor Charles Angel 

 
STAFF PRESENT:        Town Attorney Paul Agnew; Town Administrator David Krumwiede; Patti Chasteen,  

    Clerk/Treasurer; Police Chief David Maxwell; Utility Superintendent Lewis Saxton; Fire  
     Chief Roy McClain; and Patrolman Jesse Ashley 
                                                       

I.         CALLED MEETING TO ORDER 
 In the absence of Mayor Angel, Mayor Pro Tem Knight called the meeting to order.  

 
II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Mayor Pro Tem Knight led in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

III. INVOCATION 
The invocation was offered by Rev. Leland Beaudrot. 

 
IV. RECOGNITION OF VISITORS 
  
V. REGULAR TOWN COUNCIL BUSINESS ITEMS 

A. A motion was made by Council Member Jackson and seconded by Council Member Arnold to approve the minutes  
of our Regular Town Council meeting from April 15, 2019. The motion passed unanimously. 
 

B. Monthly Financial Statements for the Period Ending April 30, 2019—no changes were noted. A motion was made  
by Council Member Stille and seconded by Council Member Storey to approve financial reports as information. The  
motion passed unanimously. Council Member Stille said he wants the $10,000 pledge to the Abbeville Promise paid  
out of the General Fund in FY2018-19 and he thinks we need to amend the FY2018-19 budget. Mr. Krumwiede  
reminded him that Council has already voted to pay the Abbeville Promise pledge out of the upcoming FY2019-20  
budget. Council Members Stille added that Council can change their mind. Mayor Pro Tem Knight recommended that  
we discuss this during the first reading of the FY2019-20 budget. 
 

VI. LEGISLATION  
A.   RESOLUTION NO. 02--2019 

A resolution to appoint a registered elector living within the Due West Service Area of the Donalds-Due West Water 
and Sewer Authority's Board of Directors to same, Eric Gray, whose term expires on June 30, 2019.  
 
A motion was made by Council Member Jackson and seconded by Council Member Stille. The motion passed 
unanimously to approve Resolution No. 02-2019. 
 

  B.  ORDINANCE NO. 02-2019 
       First Reading of Ordinance No. 02-2019 -- An ordinance to adopt the Fiscal Year Budget beginning July 1, 2019, and 
        ending June 30, 2020, both for the General Fund  and the Enterprise Fund, to provide for the collection of funds that  
        are necessary for the operational and capital expenditures, to provide for the receipt and expenditure of funds and  
        other matters related thereto. 
 

Mayor Pro Tem Knight read Ordinance No. 02-2019 and the budget highlights. She asked if there were any questions. 
Council Member Stille questioned Section Four and if the Mayor has the authority to do this. The Mayor may transfer 
funds, but not between the two funds. It should say respected account. Mayor Pro Tem Knight asked Attorney Agnew 
to give an opinion. Attorney Agnew said it has been in prior budget ordinances; however, the Mayor cannot transfer 
between the two funds. Only between a singular fund. The wording will be corrected in Section Four on Ordinance No. 
02-2019 before the second reading. 
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A motion was made by Council Member Stille and seconded by Council Member Storey to amend Section Four of 
Ordinance No. 02-2019 to read “After adoption of the Budget, the Mayor may transfer monies within a singular fund  
as necessary to achieve the goals of the budget. The Mayor may execute all documents related to the lease purchase 
financing of any equipment authorized in the Fiscal year 2019-2020 Budget Ordinance No. 02-2019.” The motion 
passed unanimously to approve the amendment of Section Four of Ordinance No. 02-2017. 

 
        A motion was made by Council Member Jackson and seconded by Council Member Stille to approve the first reading
        of Ordinance No. 02-2019 as amended.  Mayor Pro Tem Knight asked if there were any additional questions on the  

proposed ordinance. With increases in both Funds and a pay increase for the Police Department, Council Member 
Stille said citizens will be paying highest in years. He has an issue with the proposed pay increase for the Police 
Department and the Town needs to look at it. He’s making an assumption that this is a new trend and asked Chief 
Maxwell is it true that our Police Officers take their vehicles home. Chief Maxwell said this is an old trend and each 
officer drives less than 15 miles daily. Council Member Stille said he has another issue with a new patrol vehicle. 
Cheaper vehicles like the Dodge Charger are available—a new Ford Explorer is extreme. He’s making another 
assumption that sedans are cheaper vehicles for officers. Why not a Ford Escape? He’d like to see a run down on 
prices and equipment. Chief Maxwell responded that sedans and Ford Escapes are lower to the ground. He’s heard 
horror stories on the transmissions in Dodge Chargers and doesn’t think $2,000 is a lot for his officers’ safety. 
Explorers are versatile, more efficient, hybrids, and big savers on gas. A lot of thought went into this and his personal 
opinion on what’s best for Due West. Vehicle prices shown are the state contract price for certified police vehicles. 
Prices do not include the approximate cost of equipment of $8,000 to outfit. Radios and radars would come out of old 
vehicles before sold. Council Member Storey said the Ford Escape is very serviceable; however, it is not a high-
performance vehicle. Council Member Stille questioned how much high performance does Due West need. Chief 
Maxwell said we have had chases, but they try to avoid them. He knows of very few agencies that would use this type 
of car because it is not a certified police vehicle. Electronics are different and don’t pull power with LED. He doesn’t 
recommend a regular vehicle. Mr. Krumwiede said insurance requires that it be a certified police vehicle.  

 
All in favor of voting on the first reading of Ordinance No. 02-2019 as amended. The motion carried 4-1 with Council 
Member Stille opposed. 

 

VII. REPORTS 
A. Mayor's Report 

1. In the absence of Mayor Angel, Mayor Pro Tem Knight announced the Due West Robotics’ Narwhal of Ideas won 
second place at Legoland International Competition in “Robot Design: Strategy and Innovation” held March 16-19, 
2019, in Carlsbad, CA.  

2. The public hearing and second reading of the FY2019-20 budget will be held on June, 17, 2019. 
   . 

B. Council Reports/Comments 
 

C. David Krumwiede–Town Administrator  
No further comments. 

 

D. Paul Agnew--Town Attorney 
Attorney Agnew reported on the case involving the juvenile in DJJ will be turned over to General Sessions when he 
turns 17 in August, 2019. Chief Maxwell said he appreciates his help. DJJ detention has resulted in $13,000 over 
budget. 

 
E. Fire Department—Report Provided 

Fire Chief McClain reported the Fire Department is running smoothly. They are having training tomorrow at 7:00 p.m. 
and everyone is welcomed to come. He has one question on his budget. The new line item was added for Savings 
and another line item for Miscellaneous was cut. Mr. Krumwiede said it was cut to balance the budget. If he falls short, 
we’ll made an adjustment. 

     

F. Police Department—Report Provided 
Chief Maxwell said he hated he wasn’t at the last Council Meeting to answer questions that were not budget related. 
However, he would be glad to answer any questions. It has been quieter in Town with Erskine’s students on summer 
break. We currently have two part-time officers, but he hopes to add a third. Chief welcomed Patrolman Jesse Ashley 
tonight whose going through the Policy Academy’s new system. He hopes to be fully certified by Thanksgiving, but 
possibly sooner. Council Member Jackson welcomed Patrolman Ashley. She thanked the Police Department for what 
they do. She gave a report of witnessing a chase by the S.C. Highway Patrol pursing a stolen vehicle. Chief Maxwell 
was prepared to handle this situation had it come through Due West. She added that it’s a good thing she’s not in 
charge of the budget because you don’t make enough. Attorney Agnew asked the Chief the Police Department’s 
theory on chases. When you have a high-speed chase, Chief said you have a no-win situation. He wants to keep 
chases out of Town. Adrenaline kicks in and it’s not a good thing. The main thing is to protect residents.  
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G. Utilities Department—No Report Provided 
Superintendent Saxton reported that the storm last week came through and knocked out two transformers. The repair 
took approximately 14 hours to fix. 

 

VIII. OLD BUSINESS 
1. In regard to paying the $10,000 pledge to Abbeville Promise in the current FY2018-19, Mayor Pro Tem Knight recalled 

and it was confirmed that Council decided in group session to make one payment in the upcoming FY2019-20 budget. 

 
IX. NEW BUSINESS 

 

X. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 1.   Upcoming MEO Institute Courses Offered at USCOG on May 21, and September 17, 2019 
 2.   Town Hall Closed for Memorial Day on May 27, 2019 
 3.    MASC’s Annual Meeting in Greenville on July 18-21, 2019. Please Return the Annual Meeting Planning Worksheets  
        to Town Hall No Later Than May 24, 2019 
   4.    Pool Hours 
 

XI. EXECUTIVE SESSION 
1. Matters Related to Personnel Performance and Compensation. Upon Returning to Open Session, Council May Take 

Action on Matters Discussed in Executive Session.  
 
         Mayor Pro Tem Knight didn’t think it was necessary to go into Executive Session.  
 

XII. ADJOURNMENT 
With no other business, a motion was made by Council Member Jackson and seconded by Council Member Storey to 
adjourn the Town Council Meeting at 7:08 p.m.  Passed unanimously. 
 
 
 

        _____________________________ 
                    MAYOR  
 
____________________________ 
CLERK/TREASURER  
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