
 
MINUTES 

TOWN OF DUE WEST, S.C. 
TOWN HALL 

103 MAIN STREET 
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 

MONDAY, APRIL 15, 2019 – 6:00 P.M. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Mayor Charles Angel; Mayor Pro Tem Jeannie Knight; Council Members Terry Arnold, Bob Mock, 

    Harry Stille, and Tony Storey 
 

MEMBERS ABSENT:   Council Member Susan Jackson 

 
STAFF PRESENT:        Town Attorney Paul Agnew; Town Administrator David Krumwiede; Patti Chasteen, Clerk/Treasurer;  

    Police Captain Blake Gambrell; Utility Superintendent Lewis Saxton; and Fire Chief Roy McClain 
                                                       

I.         CALLED MEETING TO ORDER 
 Mayor Angel called the meeting to order.  

 
II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Mayor Angel led in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

III. INVOCATION 
The invocation was offered by Rev. Leland Beaudrot. 

 
IV. RECOGNITION OF VISITORS 
  
V. REGULAR TOWN COUNCIL BUSINESS ITEMS 

A. A motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Knight and seconded by Council Member Mock to approve the minutes  
of our Regular Town Council meeting from March 18, 2019. The motion passed unanimously. 
 

B. Monthly Financial Statements for the Period Ending March 31, 2019—no changes were noted. A motion was  
made by Council Member Mock and seconded by Council Member Storey to approve financial reports as  
information. The motion passed unanimously.  
 

VI. LEGISLATION  
 

VII. REPORTS 
A. Mayor's Report 

1. Peace Officers’ Memorial Day Proclamation—May 15, 2019 
Mayor Angel read the proclamation for Peace Officers’ Memorial Day.  The day recognizes officers that  
have lost their lives in the past year.  Flags will be flown at half-staff.  The Mayor expressed his heartfelt 
appreciation to Captain Gambrell and the entire Police Department for everything they do.  

2. Abbeville Co. School District Board Seeking Estimates 
An article from the Press and Banner was included in Council Packages regarding Abbeville County School 
District’s Board authorizing the Superintendent to move forward with preparing a request for proposals to  
select an architect for the following purposes:   

• Design a consolidated high school with a career center 

• Design a new Abbeville High School 

• Design a modernized Dixie High School with a middle school wing 

• Design a modernized John C. Calhoun Elementary School 
3. Abbeville County Housing Shortage 

An article from the Index-Journal was included in Council packages regarding the housing shortage in  
Abbeville County. Due West was mentioned twice. Mayor Angel is hopefully that growth will continue with  
Erskine College’s increasing enrollment. 

4. Parking Issues 
The Hangar Coffee opened Friday and they had a good turnout. Irene’s threatened to tow the Hangar’s  
customers parked in their lot. Irene’s leases the property owned by Jorge Gonzalez. There isn’t a lot of  
public packing around Due West. Abbeville County’s GIS points out that the parking lot across from Town  
Hall is owned by three people. The Hangar will stay closed until resolved. 

     . 
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B. Council Reports/Comments 
1. Washington Street Park Report—Mayor Pro Tem Knight 

Twelve Autumn Harvest azaleas were recently donated by the Due West Garden Club. They were planted  
in the Park by the split rail fence along the street. 

 

C. David Krumwiede–Town Administrator  
No further comments. 

 

D. Paul Agnew--Town Attorney 
As discussed at our March Council Meeting, Attorney Agnew reported he had a conversation with Assistant Solicitor 
Michael Black. He said he’d do what he could regarding the juvenile being held at DJJ being possibly tried as an adult. 
Attorney Agnew also looked over the Duke Energy documents. Duke has agreed on a settlement and the Town will 
get monies back. He said the Town needs to sign the settlement documents and he encouraged the Mayor to sign. 
Council Member Mock made a motion to sign the Duke Energy PPA settlement challenged by other municipalities. 
Mayor Pro Tem Knight seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. Council Member Stille made a motion 
to entitle the Town of Due West to receive their portion of reimbursement of state income taxes paid by all wholesale 
Duke Energy customers. Council Member Mock seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 

 

E. Fire Department—Report Provided 
Fire Chief Roy McClain gave the incident report for March. He reported that calls for April are up. In addition, he is   
looking into a grant for a 4-wheel drive ATV. 

     

F. Police Department—Report Provided 
Police Captain Blake Gambrell gave the Police Department’s report. When the juvenile involved in the shooting turns  
17 years old, he will go to Abbeville County Law Enforcement Center.   

 
G. Utilities Department—No Report Provided 

Superintendent Lewis Saxton reported a tree fell recently during excessive wind and resulted in two power outages. 
  
VIII. OLD BUSINESS 

Mayor Angel reported on a change in pool hours when Erskine’s pool reopens this summer. Erskine College’s Athletic 
Director Mark Peeler has scheduled hours for Tuesdays and Thursdays from 2:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.  

 
IX. NEW BUSINESS 

1. Fiscal Year 2019-20 Department Budget Work Session with Presentations: 

• Fire 
Fire Chief Roy McClain presented two proposed budgets that both cover needs. On the first proposed 
budget, everything has stayed the same except Vehicle Operations. He’s received quotes up to $220,000  
for new air packs. In addition, he’s received quotes to lease air packs. The down payment would be  
$20,000 to $35,000. On the second proposed budget, he’d be holding off a year on new air packs. He 
normally writes his own grants. He has contacted a grant company to write two complete grants for  
$5,000 and $3,000 if we take care of the close-out. He is looking at more grant writing companies. In the 
future, he’s looking at two trucks that may need replacing. On one truck, he thinks they can get another  
5-6 years before replacing. On replacing the ladder truck, the cost would be an easy $1,000,000. Mayor 
Angel said he personally likes the idea of getting FEMA grants. However, Chief McClain said they can’t apply 
for FEMA grants until fully completed and submitted. He added that good used trucks are hard to find. Mr. 
Krumwiede pointed out the grant company has a 60% success rate—others are much lower. Council 
Member Stille asked if Due West needs to put back money for a new truck—Mayor Angel agrees we do. 
Council Member Mock asked how much a new truck would cost and if the equipment would be more. Chief 
McClain said a new truck would be $500,000 and the equipment would cost an additional $40,000. When 
retiring older trucks, Mayor Angel suggested that we keep a reserve truck. Council Member Stille asked 
what’s the life expectancy of a pumper. Chief McClain said we should retire the pumper every 25 years 
before reserve status. We have to maintain pumping capacity for ISO. Council Member Mock asked how 
much could you sell the old truck for. Chief McClain said $3,000 to $5,000. Mayor Angel said we would be 
looking at $550,000 to buy a new truck. Council Member Stille asked if we are putting a line item in for fire 
truck savings. Mayor asked what are you looking at—Council Member replied $40,000 to $50,000. 

 

• Police  
In Chief Maxwell’s absence, Captain Gambrell reported budget increases on software maintenance and 
schools/training. They’re also asking for money for radios. Motorola quoted $3,000 +/- for one radio. Chief 
wants to buy 2 radios per year. They are also asking for another police vehicle with the current cost of 
$34,500. The dealership said 2019 vehicles aren’t in production and 2020 prices haven’t been established. 
The cost could be approximately $5,000 to $8,000 more. Chief Maxwell has also asked for salary 
adjustments and they would appreciate anything we can do. Council Member Stille asked why SRO had  
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overtime. Captain explained that he works for the Town if he works over 84 hours biweekly. Council Member 
Stille questioned if this vehicle was a Ford Explorer and why are we only looking at Ford Explorers. There are 
other vehicles to chose from. Captain replied it’s not up to him, but we’ve had good service from Ford 
Explorers. Council Member Stille continued that there’s plenty of other vehicles and Ford Explorers are more 
expensive. He said Abbeville County has other makes and models. Mayor Angel thinks that’s a good 
recommendation and we can trust Chief Maxwell will look into that.  

 

• Utilities 
Superintendent Lewis Saxton reported that his proposed budget is the same on the expense side for the 
Fiscal Year 2019-20 except for the following:  sewer line replacement of $10,000 to $15,000 on Lindsey 
Lane; the purchase of a $50,000 excavator; and adding another full-time employee if possible. An extra 
person would be handy as a lineman and grass cutter. When they go to training, it would be nice to have an 
extra person making $15 per hour. He’s not sure of the cost of benefits. The Town’s sewer rates need to be 
reviewed. They’ve looked closely at the last few years and we are coming up short. He proposes a 12% 
increase across the board to cover the difference--residential base from $12.00 to $13.44. In addition, an 
increase in sewer tap fees. Council Member Mock asked how much we have in our Sewer System Capital 
Construction Fund and recommended that it might be good to put back money for future sewer projects. 
Mayor Angel said we have $42,000 in the Fund and the sewer increase wouldn’t go back into the Sewer 
System Capital Construction Fund. The increase is to break even. He recommends that we need to come up 
with a plan in the future. Mr. Krumwiede said most sewer grant matches are 15-20%. During our last meeting 
with a S.C. RIA official, we were informed they want municipalities that are sustainable. Mayor Pro Tem 
Knight asked about tap fees. Lewis Saxton explained our excessive cost of sewer taps for new customers. 
We are behind on sewer tap fees verses other local agencies. Mr. Krumwiede said sewer tap fees are usually 
designed to go toward capital sewer funds. 

 
Mayor Angel said other items were in the Council packages regarding the proposed budgets. He asked if anyone had 
questions or feedback. Council Member Stille questioned Park increases and when do we stop paying for items for the 
Park. He continued that no one uses the Park—less than 10 people per day.  Mr. Krumwiede reminded him that we have 
received several PARD Grants. Mayor Angel said the Park is a good thing. Council Member Stille said it would be a good 
thing if the Park was over crowed. He said the money for the Park needs to stop. Council Member Stille also asked what is 
the Town’s policy on paying overtime. Mayor Angel said we can get that for you. Attorney Agnew said the Town must 
follow federal mandated laws on overtime. Mr. Krumwiede said he would get Council Member Stille a copy of our 
employee handbook after the meeting. 

 
X. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 1.   Town’s Annual Spring Cleanup April 22nd through April 25th 
 2.   Upcoming MEO Institute Courses Offered at USCOG on May 21, and September 17, 2019 
 

XI. ADJOURNMENT 
With no other business, a motion was made by Council Member Knight and seconded by Council Member Stille to  
adjourn the Town Council Meeting at 7:23 p.m.  Passed unanimously. 
 
 
 

        _____________________________ 
                    MAYOR  
 
____________________________ 
CLERK/TREASURER  
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