
MINUTES 
TOWN OF DUE WEST, S.C. 

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 2018 – 6:00 P.M. 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Mayor Charles Angel; Council Members Bob Mock, Harry Stille; and Tony Storey 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT:    Mayor Pro Tem Jeannie Knight; Council Members Terry Arnold and Susan Jackson 

 
STAFF PRESENT:         David Krumwiede, Town Administrator; Attorney Paul Agnew; Patti Chasteen, Clerk/Treasurer; 

                                                 Police Chief David Maxwell; Utility Superintendent Lewis Saxton; and Fire Chief Roy McClain 
 
                                                  

I.         CALLED MEETING TO ORDER 
 Mayor Angel called the meeting to order.  

 
II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Mayor Angel led in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

III. INVOCATION 
The invocation was offered by Council Member Mock. 

 
IV. RECOGNITION OF VISITORS 
 
V. REGULAR TOWN COUNCIL BUSINESS ITEMS 

A. A motion was made by Council Member Mock and seconded by Council Member Storey to approve the minutes of   
our Regular Town Council meeting from January 8, 2018. The motion passed unanimously.  
 

B. Mayor Angel made a recommendation to amend the 2/12/18 Regular Council Meeting Agenda to add the Financial 
Statements for Period Ending January 31, 2018. The statements were received today and placed at each Council 
Members’ desk. A motion was made by Council Member Storey and seconded by Council Member Stille to amend  
the 2/12/18 Regular Council Meeting Agenda to add the Financial Statements for Period Ending January 31, 2018.  
The motion passed unanimously. Monthly Financial Statements for the Period Ending December 31, 2017—No  
changes were noted. Council Member Stille noted that Page 12 of the 12/31/17 financials show the Town Park is  
over budgeted. Mr. Krumwiede replied that we are waiting on a PARD grant reimbursement. Council Member Mock  
added this will zero out upon receiving PARD funds and Mr. Krumwiede agreed. A motion was made by Council  
Member Mock and seconded by Council Member Storey to approve financial reports as information. The motion  
passed unanimously.  Monthly Financial Statements for the Period Ending January 31, 2018—No changes were  
noted. A motion was made by Council Member Mock and seconded by Council Member Storey to approve financial  
reports as information. The motion passed unanimously.   

 

VI. LEGISLATION  
  

VII. REPORTS 
A. Mayor's Report 

1. Comprehensive Plan Update/Schedule 
Mayor Angel wants to put the comprehensive plan of hold and bring up again at a later time. He hasn’t had 
time to find committee members and other Council Members haven’t either. 

 
2. Fiscal Year 2018-19 Budget Preparation and Adoption 

We’ll continue to follow what we’ve done in the past with the FY2018-19 budget preparation schedule distributed 
to Council said Mayor Angel. Department Heads should turn in their estimates into the Mayor by 3/21/18. 

 
3. Due West Robotics Update 

Mayor Angel reported the recent Robotics’ open house was great with approximately 75-100 people  
attending the event. He appreciates people coming out. Although the 9 to13 year old robotics group didn’t  
win state, they won the Strategic and Innovation Award for their robot design and were nominated for the Global 
Innovation Award for the invention with Aquaponics. The high school rookie team won second best out of 24 
teams and are going to Athens, Georgia, for the South Super-Regional FTC Robotics Tournament March 8th-10th. 
The top 20 teams from each Super-Regional will advance to the world championship in Houston, Texas, in April. 
He is very proud of these teams. 
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B. Council Reports/Comments 
1. Hometown Legislative Action Day 
Mr. Krumwiede, Council Members Jackson and Stille recently attended the Hometown Legislative Action Day.  
Mayor Angel and Council Member Jackson both attended Advanced MEO courses. Council Member Stille said  
the biggest issue covered during the Hometown Legislative Action Day was the opioid crisis. Attorney Agnew  
added pharmaceutical companies keep pushing opioids and doctors are writing thousands of prescriptions. It’s  
a terrible problem in S.C. that’s ruining a lot of lives and killing people. 

   

C.   David Krumwiede–Town Administrator  
                 1.  Town Brochure Update 
          Mr. Krumwiede met with Kayli Hibbard last Wednesday and gave her a rough draft for the flat card. He’d still  

         like to get Erskine College’s input. He’s talked to Susan Jackson about The Renaissance. Council Member  
         Mock thinks we need to check with Bob Gettys. Mayor Angel believes Bob Gettys gives the Town a good deal.  

                             
 D.   Paul Agnew--Town Attorney 
         Attorney Agnew announced the jury trial scheduled for 2/13/18 has been continued. 
 

 E.   Fire Department—Report Provided 
         Chief McClain reported that the Fire Department is running smoothly. The month has been busy with the flu and  
         stomach viruses contributing. A variety of calls including a structure fire, an overheated motor, and Erskine  
         College’s Museum. The ladder truck has been tested and resulted in a few items that the service company is  
         working on now. They currently have 17 volunteers and looking for more. Council Member Stille asked if our 
         first responders have emergency opioid overdose treatment available. Chief McClain replied no. 

            
F.   Police Department—Report Provided 
       Chief Maxwell said the Department had another busy month including 4 arrests, 26 citations, 22 warnings, and  
       14 incidents. This is becoming the norm. The Abbeville Veterans were back at the four-way stop last week and  
        weren’t approved by Council. Julius King was apologetic saying they were misconstrued and thought they could  
        come quarterly. Since August of 2017, the Department has seen a large increase in vehicle expenses. They’re  
        spending more on one vehicle than it’s worth. We need to consider on the next budget a new vehicle or possibly  
        before. They’ve spent over $1,000 on the 2008 Crown Vic--it’s only worth $500-$700. A new SUV base is $27,903  
        without emergency equipment. Cameras in our current Crown Vics won’t transfer over. Mayor Angel asked how  
        much to upfit—Chief answered $5,000-$7,000 plus. Chief said a fully marked 2018 SUV is $38,000-$39,000  
        without a camera and has an approximate 10-year life. With a 10-year plan, Mayor asked when would the next  
        vehicle replacement come up. The 2010 would come up in 2 years per Chief. The spare has manifold problems  
        and not worth repairing. If he takes the current spare off the road, the 2008 could be used as a spare. Iva ran up  
        on a good deal on Dodge Chargers and Anderson bought remainder. Chief is still looking and it could be a 3 to 4  
        month-long process to have equipment running. Council Member Stille asked about sedan prices. Chief said he  

          recommends a SUV for officers’ safety of being able to immediately stand up, and he feels it’s worth $4,000 more.  
        It’s a liability issue Mr. Krumwiede added. Council Member Mock recommends we take this as information and  
        look at this again at our next meeting in March. Mayor Angel said he’d look through the financials and bring up next   
        month. A decision would need to be made whether to finance or to buy right out. 
        

 G.  Utilities Department—No Report Provided 
       Other than a car hitting a power pole, everything is going well said Superintendent Saxton. DHEC reported at a  
         recent meeting that the overhead power lines currently at 14’ need to be at 20’ before they’ll approve opening of  
         Erskine’s pool. He thinks he can get the power lines to 20’ and said it’s all on him now. Mayor Angel thinks this  
         is the final hurdle. He also complimented Lewis Saxton, Roy McClain and Carlton Brock for working during the  
         recent snow installing park equipment purchased for younger children. Mr. Krumwiede added that he’ll put signs  
         up with weight limits and ages on new equipment. Lewis added that Mayor Pro Tem Knight is working on signs. 
 

VIII. OLD BUSINESS 
 
IX. NEW BUSINESS 

1. Abbeville County Project Sales Tax (CPST) 
Lee Logan spoke at the January Council Meeting about CPST. We are on a tight schedule to put on the referendum, 
but Mayor informally asked what the Town wants to do regarding the CPST. Recommendations include the following: 
 

1. Although he hasn’t talked to Erskine College about the limited parking in Town, he suggests working with 
them to add approximately 15 spaces between Subway and the Engler home. Lewis Saxton said this was 
mentioned several years ago. Council Member Stille said it’s the first he’s heard of a parking problem in 
Town. Chief Maxwell said the seminary is a problem and students are parking at the Subway. As far as the 
Police Department is concerned, there is a problem with parking and he thinks it would be a wise move. 
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2. Project for a community center was on the last CPST project submission at approximately $550,000 and 
might be potentially added again. People from outside the Town could use. Two acres beside the Fire 
Department or property at the Upper Abbeville Recreation Center could be considered. Council Member 
Mock asked about the upkeep and liability insurance. Mayor said that would have to be figured out. Council 
Member Stille said you’d have to hire extra employees. He doesn’t see the value when you have Galloway 
Center and other buildings at Erskine available without cost. Mayor suggested that the Due West Robotics  
be tied into the Community Center, but that would have to be fine-tuned. One problem is the deadline of 
March 19th not giving us much time. If we don’t submit potential projects, the County will not be aware of 
ways to use money from CPST to benefit residents in our area of the County.  
 

3. Fire Chief Roy McClain said he has envisioned for 10 years a training facility and he’d like the Mayor and 
Council’s approval to submit this project to CPST. As far as training, currently 80% of training in Abbeville 
County is held in Due West. Abbeville City has 1-2 instructors and Due West has 8-9 instructors. The facility 
would allow live training and all County fire departments could use. The closest training facility is Anderson’s 
burn building. Council Member Mock asked where the structure would be built and about operational cost.  
Chief McClain replied the 2 acres beside the Fire Department and his idea is to move the fire hydrant. He 
estimates a turn key cost of $570,000 to $600,000, but he doesn’t want to come up short. Fellow depart- 
ments would pay a $500 yearly fee and outside departments could pay to use. They would be required to 
have a smoke distribution system, but the operational cost would be limited. DHEC doesn’t allow you to burn 
vacant structures. Attorney Agnew said if that’s what Council would like to add to the CPST, a motion can be 
made. Mayor Angel said Roy would like Council’s thoughts and suggestions. He then asked if Council had 
any other questions and if anyone would like to make a motion. A motion was made by Council Member 
Mock and seconded by Council Member Storey to approve the concept to add the Fire Department training 
facility to the Town of Due West’s CPST submission of project(s). Council Member Stille recommends a 
Special Called Council Meeting. Mayor Angel agreed we could have a Special Called Council Meeting to 
bring up all the proposed projects. Chief McClain said the application is 20 pages and will take time. Council 
Member Mock brought up liability insurance on the proposed training facility. Chief McClain responded that 
he’d like the County to pay for it. It would be a joint effort with the County and other municipalities. Mr. 
Krumwiede said they could vote on approving the concept. He added that he’s concerned about the potential 
environmental issues. Chief McClain said although they would have a few neighbors, the smoke distribution 
system would help. Mayor Angel said we need to give Chief McClain time to reach out to the County. Mayor 
Angel asked about a motion to support a concept and Attorney Agnew said this is not a motion that you 
approve. Council Member Mock added that the March 19th deadline is a small frame of time. We could have 
a Special Called Council Meeting and vote on the concept. Chief McClain thinks it’s a 50/50 shot. All in favor 
to the inquiry to support the concept to add the Fire Department training facility to the Town of Due West’s 
CPST submission project. The motion passed unanimously.  

 

X. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 1.   Town Hall Will Be Closed for President’s Day on February 19, 2018 
  2.    Reminder to Council of the Approaching State Ethics’ Deadline 
 3.    USCOG’s 2018 Board Meeting Schedule 
 4.    Local Elected Officials Workshop Sponsored by USCOG on February 14, 2018 
  

XI. ADJOURNMENT 
With no other business, a motion was made by Council Member Mock and seconded by Council Member Storey to adjourn 
the Town Council Meeting at 7:20 p.m.  Passed unanimously. 
 

 
        _____________________________ 
                    MAYOR  
 
____________________________ 
CLERK/TREASURER    
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